
Shakespeare Act 1

Scene 1

Orsino is fantasising about Lady Olivia

Olivia is mourning over the death of her 
brother 

Orsino is very madly in love with Olivia and is 
seen to be over-obsessing about her

Scene 2

Viola washes up on the Illyrian coast with her 
captain

Sebastian, Violas brother, is no where to be 
seen

Viola wants to work for Lady Olivia and 
conceal herself, but cannot because Olivia is 
mourning and will not see anyone

Viola then decided to go try and work for 
Duke Orsino, disguised as Sebastian (her 
brother)

She pays the captain well for him to take her 
around and find a disguise 

Scene 3

We are introduces to Sir Toby, Maria and Sir 
Andrew Aguecheek

Sir Toby brings Andrew to his niece’s house 
(Lady Olivia’s house) with the intention of him 
to court her.

Sir Andrew however, being a fool is 
discouraged and doesn’t think he will 
succeed

Sir Toby’s persuasive skills manage to keep 
him at the house, however. 

Andrew makes a fool of himself in front of 
Maria, who already thinks he is an idiot.

Sir Toby and Andrew have a good time talking 
together.

Scene 4

Viola has adopted a new name - Cesario - to 
go with her second image

After only a few days Cesario is one of 
Orsino’s favourite servants

Orsino sends Cesario to give love messages 
to Olivia, but he is reluctant

This is because Viola (Cesario) has actually 
fallen in love with Orsino

Orsino also complements Cesario, heavily, on 
the beauty of his appearance

Scene 5

Fest returns Nobody knows where he has been 

Sir Toby enters drunk

We are introduced to Malvolio He is a cold character, which doesn’t like 
Feste

Cesario (Viola) enters Olivia’s home with the 
intention of reciting Orsino’s poem/letter

Olivia is very intrigued by the handsome and 
young looking character that is Cesario

Olivia ends up falling passionately in love with 
Cesario

As usual…


